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tcars In the ninth, a blind man pray* to the saint: "Lei 
will behold the tomb [lUMl|, look upon the n 

mar* \lrmrttiHis]. . Trmmot must refer to the area directly around the tomb, where 

\rmnrion seem* to be a general term for the holy place or the monastery as a whole p ^ 
the use of these terms in other miracles, it seems they all refer to the burial place 0 f ^°I n 
Luke When compared with the description in the Vita proper of the burial place" ' 
appears that the circular enclosure given the tlirkr by Kosmas the monk corresponds '* 
the trmrnos of the miracle accounts. Although there is no longer any trace of this enclosed 
it presently appears, it can be imagined from the description* , n 


the Vita 

The terms use 
and its function 


n describing the healing cult at the tomb arc associated with the ervn 
>m the time of the building of the Katholikon in the third-quarter of 
the tenth century. Accounts of the operation of the miracle cult at the tomb bring a new 
dimension to our understanding of the function of the crypt, a liturgical use of this space 
only recorded by the Vita of the saint. 1 he nature of the healing process and other types 
of factual information contained in this record bear closer attention. 

The Posthumous Miracles all refer to. rely on. or take place near the tomb of Holv 
Luke They arc very like the posthumous miracles encountered in so many saints' Lives 
including even a statement by the author that because many more miracles took place 
than he could possibly describe, he presents only a selection. This collection of fifteen 
miracles is significant for it reveals the typical preoccupations, patterns, and people as¬ 
sociated with the cult, information that has been classified and tabulated in order to show 
recurring elements and themes contained in the miracle accounts (see the chart). They 
describe the tomb, the people who were cured, their ailments, their concerns, the kinds 
of miracles they experienced, how long it took for the cure to take place. On the whole 
we get a remarkably vivid glimpse of the healing cult and its milieu. 

Patterns of the cult emerge Typically, each miracle account introduces the sufferer 
and describes his ailment; these ailments are cither physical maladies or cases of demome 
possession. The sufferers approach the tomb as suppliants, usually with little success at 
first, but then, after a delay, they arc cured. The tomb itself is described with several 
terms already discussed (see chart, col. 4). Another group of terms, also discussed, is 
used for the agents of healing: myrott, a substance exuded from the tomb, is collected and 
contained in the lamp that hangs over the tomb; claion is used in the same way as myron 
and both refer to a healing oil. 117 Another substance, notis, is also emitted from the tomb 
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frequently and prostrated himself at the tomb |*m.,| m entreats he would remam 
three or even more days and then would dcode to return home Once when he had 
come and was joined by the lathers in entreating the saint he had a dream |o»j,| 
vs hen he vs as asleep in which he vs as called bv name and ordered to open his mouth 
And when he swiftl) did what he was ordered, that one breathing into him said. 

Depart now in health, announcing to all the wondrous works of God * And he 
awakened from his sleep and recognizing that the dream presented a clear truth, he 
described it to all."® 
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CHAPTER 


streams of ever-flowing rivers, but we have selected for narration a few example, of 
his intercession \pamHa] with God. presenting the whole from a taste, as they s,y. - 

The miracles ( thaumatd ) are acts of divine grace, part of God s plan, they demonstrate 
Luke's role and power—both during his lifetime and after his death—as intercessor with 
God."' 

Not only does the Vita provide proof of the central role of the saint s tomb m cult 
practices, but it also vividly conveys the importance and enormously popular appeal the 
cult must have had locally. By direct interaction with and healmg of the local people. 
Luke won over his believers, the continuing chanty (philamhropia) of the monks at the 
monastery was the personal legacy of the saint.'" The recording and subsequent recita¬ 
tion of the Miracles are more than acts of pietv; they are acts of personal loyalty and 
service to a living presence. The Vita reflects active popular sennment and popular sup¬ 
port for the cult after the saint's death among the people of Stems. 

The importance of a document such as the Vita for the flourishing of a cult should ncx 
be underestimated. Also important to remember is that it was intended to be used—for 
reading aloud, not for private contemplation The great public event of the reading of 
the Life at the saint's monastery on his feast day focused attention on the saint in a way 
that reaffirmed the beliefs, values, and conduct of all present This event is described for 
the monastery where St. Peter of Atroa was buried in the mid-ninth ccnturv; in the 
Posthumous Miracles. St. Peter's biographer, the monk Sabas, is himself the beneficiary 
of a miracle taking place at this event: 

It happened that I was there at the monastery one day for the commemoration of 
the saint; kissing the slab [p/afc<i| covering his tomb—the slab was thin and without 
a trace of humidity— 1 awaited the gushing forth |uhjWkjim| as of another Siloam 
And here, during Orthros. as the marvelous Life of the saint was being read to all 
the assembled crowd, suddenly the flow gushed forth, and the crowd, sensing the 
|samt's| presence, anointed their faces fervently. And 1 was among them when the 
wound 1 had on one of my legs was healed after I had anointed it.’*' 
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.' h,S CU|1 ' A ; ‘, hc burial place ot the founder. the crypt served as his pfaee of 

commemoration and also served lunerarv and commemorate needs of die monastic 
communitv The arc hitecturc of the crvpt bears comparison with other church substruc¬ 
tures and although crypts arc rare, those that surv.se probabis luncnoned s,milarlv The 
e liturgical practxcs. a cuonmuncn of ancient I’dcsttnur. 
ation ot hols men on their tombs Further valuable evidence ot 
d is found in the Vita of Hohr Luke, the crypt served as a center 
s The readme ol the saint's Vita at his monastery on 
st day was an important event for his cult and contnbuted to its flourishing, for it 
expressed not only a mode of conduct bur the personal beliefs and hopes of those pre¬ 
pared to experience the intercessory power of the saint through bis miracles In a descrip¬ 
tion in his ViU Hoiv Luke is observed praying 


.s to thes 


how the crypt funct_ 

of healing and meubanon practice 


And whenever he sent up a prayer to God his feet seemed not to touch the ground, 
but stood away from the earth as if by one cubit |hv«t p«hw *»»l 
A similar vision of the saint levitating must also have entered the minds and tmaginafons 
of those suppliants who prayed in the crypt of m,CT “ on * enB » h “ * 

their dreams. 
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CONTEXT AND 
PATRONAGE 


Compared « 


tn extraordinarily lavish monastic foundation by any standard 
ivin^ urban or provincial monastic complexes it represents a very 
[ particularly in the churches and in their sculptural and wall decoration 
The complexity and qualits of the mosaics of the Katholiknn as well as the fresco deco 
ranon of the crypt indicate that the most sophisticated and highly trained craftsmen were 
responsible And these crattsmen and their precious materials must have been brought 
to this remote area at considerable expense. How can we account for this? 

Hoskm Loukas. as we has-e seen, was the center of a miracle cult that operated locally 
but was surely known throughout the empire. The cult focused on Holy Luke's relics in 
the crept, whose liturgical function included nruals of burial and commemoration. 
Through the V ita ot the saint we get a vivid sense of this remote monastery’s social and 
historical context Not only does it provide our best account of the foundation and early 
operation ol the monasters with its miracle cult but it provides further insights that 
might explain the splendor and lavishness ol the foundation. Additional historical and 
textual material supplements and expands our acquaintance with this time and clarifies 
our picture ol the probable circumstances of the founding and flourishing of the mon¬ 
asters The fresco portraits ol abbots in the southeast vault of the crypt make possible 
the connection between these circumstances and the individuals responsible for the 
costls undertaking Seen w ithin its wider contemporary context, the crypt thus leads to 
a set ol explanations for the character and mh patronage of the foundation as a whole. 
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Distinctly separate from the miraculous healm 
nized into guilds and whose practices and fees wnr ** 
monasteries had their own hospiuh 1 he earhes/ ^ 

Sc ria. Palestinian hospitals came latct and vrn<- ( 

her travels through the Holy Land A famous c r\ 
monasteries in Palestine was the empress tudocu lu'tmun t ' 
one in Jerusalem that was under the direction of monks Their 
cured with Sabas's own monastery and with that ofThewkJe' 
used for lodging by pilgrims from an carls time, and cherrW 
hospice (xenon) is often the same as for a hospital lor the sick «* , 
in hospitals run by the church were tnainls die poor *■ t»anw 
atTord to pay physicians for expensive private treatment Theref., 
pttals was a charitable act. usually undertaken bs the wealths n» 
In the middle Byzantine period the Macedonun house is kn 
hospitals; Romanus Lccapcnus founded the Msreiarnn twonasert 
famous for its treatments.' Basil II was a founder ot b » j 
institutions. 9 The best-known Byzantine hospital of the Comae 
the Pantocrator monastery in Constantinople where a sanrs a 
by a staff that included mans categories of phssirans and nurses 



















I east tfce ideal oporaooo. of this hospital is known m detail from the founder s t ypi L 
jraw-n up hs the emperor John Comnenui ui 1136. and further evidence of hospiuU 
hcakrs associated with monasteries appears in other documents, among which arc^ 
\ nr «f Bvzantxor saints 

Mans aacnasoc hospitals were highlv organized, although it is not clear to what extent 
•aonks Sec arise trained as pbwioans or therapists to carry out the necessary services 
rsm. • The \ ata of Hovkw Loukas makes it clear that healing is the pnncipal association 
«rrr :tc ■—« arter las dealh. he is a thaumatourgos. or wonderworker, and the most 
nuaensB naapla of las powers are miracles of healing. In the Vita, accounts of fifteen 
| urtniT ~ — hcahag miracles conclude the text read annually on his feast day." The 
.■rcra«»c»s of the. hciing cuk has been discussed m Chapter II and the miracles arc listed 
x a chart prevented srs Chapter II Most of the miracles took place near the tomb of the 
carat, bat there «s reason to dunk that healing took place not only though miraculous 
n-aear s Rnerroccs to the tone tune periods spent at the monastery by some of the sick— 
«e ksow that omc staved six months—and in particular to the role of the monks in canny 
► e tne lack suggest there was quasa-medvcal care provided by the monks of Hosios 
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,r therapy who are described in the Posthumous 
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A no rH m important role of monks and m 
pilgrimage. Monks themselves were anu^XT 
staiitly moved about 1 ravelers visited shrines or 
uated within monasteries or churches, to pay ' * 

|c,us cures. I he main objective of a p ,| g ^ n 
sometimes, to pay homage to living holy m 
The powerful attraction of pilgrimage is cons^yH , „h 
account of her participation and her observanom at the 
portions of saints' v.tae arc dedicated todcscnpnonsoftheu ^ 2 
I hcodorc of Sykcon in ihc sixth ccmurv hid a (irw - 
grimagcs. as did Peter of Atroa. the monasteries they s mied'nlhl^ 

4k .c or merely along the route, arc described with a ° j 

of surrounding, havens of res,, of physical and spnnul nm^.^dSt^T 
For monks, there were three great pilgrimage centers Jerusalem K.,mc ln J( . 

iim.plc - rhe travels of St Lazarus the Galesiote. for example ukeuprau 
the- char, of h.s inncraiy show* the wide geognphioriiwigr cl d *Vatnot mJl- 
I Imvcvcr. Jerusalem was the only center with which Laiaruc was familiar, hr neset 
reached the others: "Home was for him (or rather, for his biographer, a disembodied, 
ideal uty. only to he dreamed about ”" St Nikon of Sparta, a comemporars of Hob 
I ukc whose portrait appears in mosaic in ihc upper church ai Hoskw Loukas. took 10 
the road as a traveler and pilgrim visiting sites and monasteries all over ihc eastern Med¬ 
iterranean and (.recce m the late tenth century “ 

I he loc ation of a monastery was important in determining us jicrssihilits to pilgrims 
but also the degree of contact it maintained with the rest of the woild The Vita ol Hob 
I like confirms that the monastery was near an important trade and pilgrimage remit 
I wo monks on their way from Rome to Jerusalem first enable the young Luke, then 
In nit' near the site of the present monastery at Vathv. to leave home and travel as far as 
Athens with them where lie rmlNi tnmin if"" |,u '■' J molJ '' tr ' tthr " 

I uk. is living on Mount loannitn on the Corinthian Gulf, he is vis,ted bs 
1 bug to Home, who bestow on him the Great Habit After 1 u ^ r ' 

Ki'smas traveling from I’aphlagoma, on the Black Sea. lolta v pas*e 
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Intercession U the pnmary concern reflected in two pun ofmwnhed mart* 
on either side of the Royal Door of the Kathobkon. the door from the narthes 
naos ot the church. The two inscriptions read 
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Just at tin decoration of the irvpt and the marble plaques in the Kathollkon citprett 
the hope lor benign Inteneasion with Qod by Holy I ukr and the tainlt in behalf of d,e 
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lhe Christiamxation of 


if Monrmha 


1 describes the < titling 1 


empire in thr eighth and ninth irntitr 
cd. reestablishing both the language a 


I of the Ualkans from the rest 
Icar that (necks who had fled 
n " Monasteries in particular 
rhctc is evidence that Greek 


ir I rnplfe r ' Huikutlt " 1 

Mil I 


-- «l m th, ' ,Um P«<« «t .hr 


< hristiin faith 
* of local purttiit, 


languac;. and ol c mnodoxy <’< reimtallatw,, , , lrrk 

| Ik* rolr ol thr holy tiun lut bfen records ( c. 

, (invert the barbarians to Christianity and M r .n* 

me i,»im.’iout tin ial roles of teacher, mission,™ 

llisln-p Athanasius of Methonc was responsible h,r , «c«dmt m Hcrnn. 

, It S tc hercat I'eirr of Argot, who tin ai, r . ""ruing th* entire area 10 ( h,i«- 

... s„... ■ 

, |,e Vita provides a gh.npwr of*, uncertainty of the tmm d « , uc _ 

,,, barbarians I lie saint s grandparouc were forced i„ lnvi . , . 

the presentr of military patrol, toads resulted m.sh.p, ^ 

i i I In sjmt 1 imisrlf jiiH l.i#., I, ^ rebellious Vutmg 

1 " ,,v IS , „ , "'..... 

i " -- ... s — v 

. . .. ' 1 .Meauwd death , 

, I ukr led bands of refugees to the island of Ampeloa for whrn lnvidfn 

ssrrr in the area. Luke signaled the people when ihry slmuld (lee and when to slay 
thanks lo hit prophetic vision " Ilicrc are frequent reference, throughout iht Viu to 
heathens or barbarians, as opposed to believers 7he Vita detnonttrates that ( hnstianity 
... is flu binding identity of the Greeks ofl Icllat and that lu mans Holy I uke represented 
ihi power and protection of the religion. 

I mi monastery of HotitJl Loukas played an important tonal and reltgicmt f»ir u> dv 
lift o| the immediate area. Philanthropic undertakings provided cures. h«»th mtrarulous 
and medic al. and especially help for the poor The poor wrrr also provided with banal 
in.I i oinincmorativc services, as the monastic community attrd uqteiher wuh *he <<*• 
I,.remits ol Naupactos Siner llosios I oukas was on . well-tiavrled r,.«» between the 
.mil Agean scat and had a substantial volume of traffic due to a. Uaiwn din 
k,rlu- monastery in touch with the wtdei Hyrantme world Vi*... taa gwrynmental 
' . | . ,u I iirrrtuf thru IHal rtw nwiutt try 

• r • < c K sMvtu.il ofTiciali were MM** 4 common c . jL-n** 

ved as a reluge it dramatized in the Vita bv the descriptions of mvadm* bsrtsman. 
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uiKkf Basil, i Peloponnesian strategics led j similar \ tctory at Met hone A 
Ml vKtin. to the Moslems in San and aga.n m causing ,| u . mhabitanh^i”^ 
least one attempt was mask- by the military administration of I lellas m the ' ° ' At 

to raise troops tor an attempt to regain y rete. the closest and best-e» t .k|" , k^' VCn,u,x 
Arab operations threatening the l • reek. coast - "s 'laDi'vhcv) bo* lv) 

rbere is nttle evidence of the flourishing Arab culture that must have 
dunng the ninth and tenth centuries - The fall of the capital city of Oond!'"^ 1 ,ctr 
amine general Nicephoros Phocas in got—and the sueceevling y rusad„ " *® ' hf B 't- 
al J but obliterated traces of Arab dsselling and culture - Some idea of th *° ***" 

and ssealth of Arab Crete can be gleaned from the description by Leo'lw' U “ hnr " 
boors taken at its capture, as displayed Nicephorus s triumph C'omtantmopl^ ** 
After a magnificent reception by the emperor Romanus. he celebrated . 
the Hippodrome, before all the assembles! people u ho mars eled at th m,l " Ph 41 
and splendor of the boots For a c ast amount of gold and s.lvcr wls ^ 

WC J U “ b ' lrb ' ,run co,ns "fined gold, garments shot w.th gold^urok T"' “ 
and all sons of treasures, crafted ss„h the greatest skill. 

precious stones There were also full sets of armor helmets sxvnr I. a ^ Wd 
plates, all gilded, and countless weapons, shields and back-ben, bows (IfwT 

”;' h r“r y ' 

" V «™" " *>"■ mra t* „ , hc . v| j„ , P ol S “ 

ZES 5 SE? m m ° ,ht h ‘" d -"" "-*• J *- 

p yers was also sohaced by Nicephorus from monastencs around the em- 


" Ibid.. i 

k>. Miles. "Bs/annum 
enbes the impact of Ar 

- Miles. -Byanoum 
ke question of whether 


irchiiectural decoranon in 
c means and spini of their 
ir See also Grabar. "La de- 


non from Leo the Deacon (Bonn cd . pp 17-19). 
from chap ia. 

A number of objects of ninth- and tcmh-ccniury 
Abbisid origin survive in the Treasury of San Marco 
in Venice Some of them might have been part of the 
spoils brought from Constantinople to Venice iftet 
chc Fourth Crusade, but in any case give us an im¬ 
pression of the character of these "treasures crafted 
w "h 'he greatest skill" (see m Tht Tnaturf cj S*» 
Mario l irtiicr. Metropolitan Museum of Art dialogue 
| New York. lgS 4 |. Daniel Alcouffe. "Islamic HarJ 
stone-carving." pp. 007-8 and catalogue nos 19-U 
with plates on pp. 007-17). 
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ttppotf 'll"'" alter. Ni.rphoru, hansUutn I . ‘ 1 "‘ l 

r:;,ir k .- 

cue but amithcr one “** «wcml> wl, "« and hr Uhl. "N, 

1 hr monasteiy ol I losio* I oukai thus Kipmed «|irsul dnntwtkm allct tin.. „„ 

" " J ' ‘ Ukl ' ' , , 1 , pUir ‘ Wr li " jK " •« w-s.ulj l„sc ... 

recognition. although we have no .pevlfic record of th,. l‘.„,Hpa.,ng 
soldiers would have reaped substantial reward*, riilscr lion, ipoil. 01 .. gilt. 1, 

leaders 1 he l tetjn victory not only relieved llir atra ol ,ei.ttat ..... 

1h1c.11 to its security but it ivo* al«o the iau*r of a gint mllu* „( ss.alil. A n 

posttory tor some of tht* wraith would hive been gilt* and ufUniigt.. 

gratitude for monks' prayer* I urtlieimore. 11 follow* that a durf ir.ipient ol 1 

would have been the mnnattcry ofllnswi Loukat -in ...11.. ,>1..|. 

tilled, which look on tprctal signiluarur at tin* tunc a* evidence ol divine plot 
I lellas through the intercession of the saint 


Al>MINISTIfATIVIi AND 
FC ONOMIC I At I ( >It \ 


I lie third set of factor* to be considered in relation in l lutin* I <«iki* ete idmint* 
and economic one*, for we thould understand the possible regional itunmn I 
founding of this monastery kxplormg t|ue*tnni* of ownettlnp panning. «»•< 1 
non of m.inastcrie* in relation to the community .*f society iround them lead* to , 

tual viewed what the situation at »lo.K'*l"uki* moat have _^ 

I lie first question ol Crwnmhlp ffiUUUMMI has bm 
tiling greatly to our iuidcr*landinK of thr various *y«rm. 1 
By/antinc period." The proprietary system of d 
roots in Justinian's legislation m which lay 1WWM 
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I here WM 4 ship sailing from Italy. and in the middle of (hr night it wu grrady 
lourd about by 4 storm Having escaped the danger through his |Luke's) prayers it 
i ante with difficulty to his island Now since the saint who lived there was not 
unknown to the sailors, as soon as they disembarked from rhe ship they went to the 
saml and told him what had happened and recounted (heir unexpected salvation 

The graffiti of ships and nets on the walls of (lie crypt attest the continuing assoc cation 
11I the monastery with manners Migs Tj ,il). The occurrence of the most graffiti of this 
type on the two walls inside the entrance of the crypt suggests they were a form of 
supplication for intercessory prayers for a safe journey 

(>nr reason why there would regularly be ships from Italy in the fiulf of Connth 
would be (lie silk trade ’In Wngand's investigation of the Uy/antinc silk industry he 































CONCLUSION 


cryp , ,„d ,h, «.b* color* md «h..c h, g hl,ghn of IU fa* .... 

LiAViNC TH v coherent view. The beauty of these trcscocs first chal- 

rccognire that t e> thfV .j W ho is represented? Why were these images 

'T^'whaMnessages did the Byzantine viewer find encoded ,n them? Their style and 
m idtds also required definition How did thev fit into the artistic developments of the 
2 ™ and wha 7 was the relationship between artist and patron? Fundamental to the study 
time and whit was the connection between the frescoes and the use 

was the question of function. Wlutw; ^ have thc L ,fe. wh ich enabled us to 

l^J'JhefuiXufic^ce of the frescoes. W„h the Life, a comprehensive view of 
recognize tnc xu K ... ThroU(t h it the circumstances surrounding the mid- 

,hc undcrr.k.0* bcon* K^„„.^,rc.o.c .n.dhp.blc >omc.h i „g r.rcly po.„blc 
tcnth-centur\ lound g evokes thc times of threat and trouble 

„ rh * studv of a Bvzantine monument. Thc Vita cvokcs r 

f r sol ^ people in the region of thc Gulf of Connth. patterns of monastic life, and 
for s llage people S prophccv in d healing which became part of thc conscious- 

SSiSrSH 

5S5£5SKSSk~“ 

,hc W »thc... b.v of ihc cryp.. Thc V.u orco.io o* Grceorm , £c ° ^ ^ 

hkcly rhe donor of rhe nr.rblc rc.crn.cn. fc.nrc. of.be 

also be imagined in his role at thc tomb. The Life h p P q , jnd h,stor¬ 

ed, and „s frescoes while providing a v.v.d sense of their rehg.ouv soa ^ ^ Qwn 
,cal context The local pr.de of pious villagers and wealthy P |c thi , of ur- 

mirade-workmg saint (his popular appeal being ^alogous m m; y ^ ^ mon . 

ban saints of Thessaloniki or Constantinople) emerges as the clear incen 

^TTscnronastcry of Hostos Loukas has only begun to yieldip its no - 

does'thT'grcat Kathohkon men, closer study than cou.Expressive 
graph, but the crypt itself is made up of much more «hanthe* ^ ^ Mint s fe»« 
figures of the frescoes or of the hymning and processions we g 


das. For it involves people, the,, l.vev .k,IK bclrcfs. ev,ry.t.y _ 

cerns. AH combine here as par, of a remote and —^ T**** ”* ' 

y.ll.ee.b. pdgnms, patrons, supphantt 1 T*!** ** fmm « 

monument, at this time and in this P l» (c . becomes momentarily mieihg.N, * an and 
■I>c in J new ana viviri rriliu 
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(Christian Topography of Cosmas Indicopleustes). 
20 MS gr. 1613 (Menologium of Basil 11 ). 12. 14- 

,9'. 21-25. 27. 29-30. 33-43. 52-53.6$-^ 

Venice. Biblioteca Marciana. MS. gr. 17 (Psalter of 
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